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There is no becoming without uncovering. 
- The Art of Becoming 



The Journey to Becoming 
Some moments in life act as doorways, opening us to paths we never expected to walk. Writing 
this book began with a moment just like that, standing under a nearly full moon rising in the 
deep indigo sky of Egypt, casting silver light on the seemingly endless procession of stone 
guardians making up the Avenue of the Sphinxes. Surrounded by a land humming with an 
energy I did not fully understand but deeply felt, something awakened in me, something I now 
know had been waiting patiently for years to be uncovered. 

When I returned home, I was filled with a sense that I had been invited to step into a new 
chapter of my life, one of growth and transformation. The energy of Egypt woke up something 
inside me, a quiet, insistent call to do something, to begin, to become. This voice was powerful, 
insistent, but I didn't know where or how to start. That need pushed me to step beyond my 
comfort zone and into the unknown. Right about this time, my son encouraged me to try 
strength training, something I had long dismissed as irrelevant to someone like myself. That sort 
of thing was for the bodybuilders and the athletes of the world. At first, I hesitated, convinced it 
wasn’t for me, but something deeper urged me to say yes. Before I knew it, I was at the gym.  

What a surprise I found there. Yes, I found physical strength, and that felt wonderful, but even 
better was that for the first time in a very long while, I felt strong, really strong, and my entire 
being flourished. Things that used to drain me suddenly felt lighter. I moved through my days 
with a newfound confidence and was reacquainted with a quiet sense of energy I had forgotten I 
had.  I began to see myself differently. Strength wasn’t just about what I could lift or carry or 
move. It was also about how I showed up for myself, how I now faced life with intention, 
persistence, and a trust in my own resilience. 

At the same time, I began to feel the pull inward toward reflection and stillness. The physical 
strength I was building in the gym awakened something more.  Now, I felt the desire to 
understand and strengthen my inner world.  

Meditation became the key to unlocking the whispers of my inner self, to finally hear the parts of 
me I had ignored or silenced for so long. In these quiet moments, I began to see myself more 
clearly, acknowledging and embracing not only the light in my life but also the shadows I had 
avoided. 

This inward journey wasn't without challenges. As I peeled back the layers of my life, I 
uncovered old wounds I thought had healed—pain from a failed marriage and scars from 
experiences I had shoved away in the corners of my memory. Looking at these moments wasn’t 
easy, but it was necessary. The strength I had cultivated in my body and the clarity I had gained 
through meditation gave me the courage to sit with the discomfort, to let myself feel and, 
ultimately, heal. 



This book is my way of sharing the path I am walking and inviting you to explore your own. The 
Art of Becoming is not about arriving at a specific goal. It is not about achieving perfection. It’s 
about uncovering who you are, piece by piece, with compassion and curiosity. It’s about 
embracing the strength, sensuality, and spirituality that are already within you, waiting to be 
recognized and celebrated. 

Wherever you are in your journey, I hope this book inspires you to step into your power, to move 
with intention, and to live fully as the extraordinary person you are becoming. 

A Note About Strength Builders 

Throughout this book, I have included guided exercises to help you along your journey. I call 
them Strength Builders. They are invitations, not obligations. Engage with them in a way that 

feels right for you.  



Step One: Awakening Your Power 
Chapter 1: The Awakening Begins 

Have you felt it—that quiet pull inside? A whisper beneath the surface, a knowing that has 
always been there, steady as the pulse in your veins. It doesn’t demand your attention with 
urgency, yet it lingers, waiting to be acknowledged. That call, that strength, that knowing has 
always been yours. You don’t have to chase it. You don’t have to earn it. It is already woven into 
your bones, humming beneath your skin, waiting to be remembered. 

Acknowledging this force is an awakening, a return to something you have always known but 
may have forgotten. It’s about brushing the dust off the pieces of yourself buried under 
expectations, routine, and the sheer weight of living, and allowing them to breathe again. 

Awakening is a deeply personal process. It can be sparked by many things. For some, it begins 
with a life-changing experience. For me, it was traveling to a place that stirred something within 
me. For others, it’s facing a challenge that reshapes their perspective or something as subtle as a 
quiet longing for more—a desire to feel aligned, fulfilled, or truly alive. 

Awakening is about shedding the layers that no longer fit—maybe the ones that never did. Like a 
snake instinctively releasing old skin, it’s the process of letting go of what has served its purpose 
and stepping fully into who you are meant to be. It is an invitation to embrace your power—or 
rather, your strength—to align with your purpose and live your magic. 

As you begin this journey, you’ll uncover the tools, practices, and perspectives that will help you 
cultivate this strength—physically, spiritually, and sensually. 

What Is Strength? 
Let’s talk about Strength. What is it really? Strength isn’t just what you can lift, endure, or 
overcome. It’s not only toughness or grit. Those are part of it but truly, it is presence. It’s how 
you show up for yourself. It’s in your ability to feel deeply, to rise after setbacks, and to trust 
your unfolding path. Strength is not fixed. It shifts, expands, and takes on new forms as you do. 

So, where does this force come from? How do we develop and encourage it? Strength flows 
through us in three interconnected ways that I like to think of as pillars. 

● Physical strength is your grounding force. It is the steady beat of your heart, the breath 
that fills your lungs, the arms that hold, and the legs that carry. It is not about perfection 
or performance—it is about connection. It is the way you inhabit your body, honor it, and 
allow it to move with grace and power. 



● Spiritual strength is your guiding force. It ties you to something beyond yourself, 
offering clarity, purpose, and the courage to trust the unknown. It lights the way when 
things feel uncertain, reminding you that meaning is woven into every step—even the 
ones you cannot see. 

● Sensual strength is your driving force. It is the fire beneath desire, the pulse of 
pleasure, the rhythm that moves you toward a deeper, fuller existence. It reminds you to 
live fully in the present moment—to feel, to savor, to embrace the richness of experience 
through every sense, every breath, every touch. 

These strengths do not exist in isolation. They form a foundation of power, each reinforcing and 
expanding the others. When you deepen one, the others grow alongside it. Strength in the body 
awakens connection to the soul. Spiritual awareness cultivates a greater appreciation for the 
physical and sensual pleasures of life. Sensuality brings life to the moment so that you are not 
just experiencing a series of events but a rich, embodied journey filled with sensation, 
connection, and presence. 

Physical strength roots you. 
Spiritual strength elevates you. 

Sensual strength ignites you. 

Consider this: When have you felt strongest in your life? Was it during a moment of physical 
triumph, or was it the time you held yourself together through heartbreak? Was it the time you 
climbed a mountain or faced your fears and said yes to an opportunity that terrified you? 

Strength is not about the absence of weakness. It’s about resilience. It’s about bending without 
breaking, about knowing you can stumble and still rise again. It’s also uniquely your own What 
strength looks like for one person may be entirely different for another. Together, these layers—
both physical and inner—form a foundation that allows you to move through life with 
confidence, grace, and the quiet knowing that you are stronger than you once thought. 

Evolution of Strength 
When we’re young, strength is often defined by what we can achieve physically—running faster, 
working harder, accomplishing visible milestones. As we move through life, strength becomes 
more nuanced. It shifts from centering on external achievements to the way we carry ourselves, 
how we respect our inner self, and how we align with purpose. 

Through triumphs and trials, you uncover deeper layers of strength. Wisdom emerges, allowing 
you to see the bigger picture and trust the natural unfolding of life. Perspective evolves, 
revealing what truly matters and making it easier to release what does not. 



There’s a pervasive myth in our culture that strength fades with age, that growing older means 
growing weaker. But what if the opposite is true? What if age grants you access to a deeper, 
more enduring strength—the kind that doesn’t rely on youth or physicality but on the richness of 
your inner life? 

Picture a tree in the heart of a storm. The wind howls, the branches bend, but still, it stands—
rooted, steady, unshaken. This is your strength, not rigid, but resilient. Not untouched by life’s 
storms, but deepened by them. It’s the kind of strength that doesn’t announce itself. It is quiet, 
yet it endures. 

Remember, aging doesn’t diminish you. It reveals you. The strength you’ve cultivated over the 
years is a resource you can draw upon at any moment. You don’t have to “find” it—it’s already 
there, waiting to be recognized and embraced. 

I fell into the trap of believing that aging meant giving in to fragility. I thought I had to accept 
slowness and weakness creeping their way into my life. I thought I had to accept becoming less 
capable. How wrong I was! What I discovered was that strength isn’t just something you have or 
lose. It’s something you cultivate. With intention, effort, and the courage to challenge what you 
once believed about yourself, it can grow, bloom, and actually flourish. 

True strength doesn’t need to be loud. It doesn’t need to prove itself. It’s there in the way you 
show up, day after day, in big ways and small. It’s in the compassion you offer to others, the 
boundaries you set for yourself, and the dreams you still pursue, no matter how long they’ve 
waited. 

Wherever you are in life, know this: Strength isn’t something you’ve lost or need to regain—it’s 
something you’ve been building all along. You have it in you right now, in every breath you take 
and every step forward. 

The Layers of Power  
Strength is not one-dimensional. It doesn’t live in isolation, locked within a single part of you. 
True strength is layered, dynamic, and ever-evolving. It flows through your body, your emotions, 
your spirit, and your senses, forming a foundation of power that shapes how you move through 
life. 

At first glance, physical, spiritual, and sensual strength may seem separate, but they are deeply 
intertwined. When one is nurtured, the others naturally expand. 

When you move your body, you awaken emotional resilience. Physical strength is more than 
muscles—it teaches endurance, patience, and trust in yourself. As you build strength externally, 
you begin to notice shifts internally. You feel more grounded, more capable. Your mind learns 
what your body already knows: you can carry more than you believed. 



When you embrace spirituality, you deepen your sense of purpose. Spiritual strength offers 
clarity, guiding you toward alignment and inner peace. It reminds you that strength isn’t just 
about force—it’s about trust, surrender, and knowing when to release what no longer serves you. 
When you cultivate this strength, challenges become less about struggle and more about flow. 

When you awaken your sensuality, you become more present. Sensual strength is the power to 
fully engage with life, savoring its richness through your senses. It’s the feel of soft fabric sliding 
across your skin. It’s the kiss of sunlight on your cheek. It’s the lingering sound of laughter that 
lifts your spirit. Sensuality encompasses many facets of being alive, and sexuality is one of its 
vital dimensions. As a source of creativity, vitality, and intimacy, sexuality evolves with time, 
deepening as you uncover a more intimate understanding of yourself. To embrace both your 
sensuality and sexuality is to celebrate the profound connection between your body, your 
emotions, and the vibrant world around you. 

But sex is not a topic people often speak about openly, and maybe that’s part of why so many of 
us struggle to connect with this part of ourselves. For much of my life, I had difficulty accessing 
my sexuality—it felt distant, disconnected, and unattainable. On my journey of awakening, I was 
forced to face the absence, the disconnect, the part of me I had shoved so far down that I almost 
forgot it existed. 

I didn’t want to go there. I didn’t want to rip open something I had sealed shut for so long. But 
ignoring it hadn’t helped anything, and it certainly wasn’t helping anything now. Slowly, I began 
to peel back the layers, exposing feelings I had buried under years of shame, fear, and 
uncertainty. It was messy. It was painful. I stood in the wreckage of something I barely 
understood, something I did not want to see. My eyes did not want to look at the crumpled mess 
hidden away, but somehow, I found the courage to open one eye a tiny bit. Just a tiny peek, a 
tiny acknowledgment. That was when, finally, something shifted. 

This shift wasn’t easy. It didn’t gently unfold. It was a fight, a battle. Guilt clawed its way to the 
surface. Discomfort sat heavily on my chest. There were moments I wanted to turn back, to 
shove it all down again and pretend I had never started this process. But something in me 
refused, and as I kept going, as I waded through the discomfort, I began to feel it—faint at first, 
then stronger. 

A spark. A reclaiming. A fire I thought had been extinguished long ago. 

My relationship with my sexuality didn’t just bloom—it burned its way back to life. 

Reconnecting with this part of myself was not a pleasant stroll down a summer lane. It hurt. It 
stung. But in the end, it left me feeling more alive, more confident, and more whole. 



Everyone’s journey is one of exploration and discovery, and it is never too early—or too late—to 
begin. Wherever you are in life, there is always space to nurture this connection, let it evolve, 
and find empowerment in the process. 

It is essential to recognize each of these strengths. Together, these interconnected layers support 
each other, forming your inner foundation. 

For example: 
 When you move your body, you awaken your emotional resilience. 
 When you embrace your spirituality, you deepen your sense of purpose. 
 When you savor life through your senses, you uncover a joy that grounds and empowers you. 

Strength is not something to be achieved. It’s something to be uncovered, layer by layer. It’s 
right there inside you, waiting to be seen, honored, and realized. 

Strength shifts and expands as you do. Some days, it will show up as resilience in the face of 
adversity. Other days, it will be the quiet courage to listen to your needs. There will be moments 
when strength means pushing forward, and moments when it means allowing yourself to soften, 
to rest, to trust. 

This is the beauty of layered power—it is alive, adaptable, and uniquely yours. 

The Power of Consistency 
Growth isn’t accomplished at once. It doesn’t happen overnight. It’s the quiet rhythm of showing 
up, day after day, for yourself and your dreams. It’s the baby steps you take every day that inch 
you along. What is this magic? 

This magic is consistency, the repeated actions that turn intention into growth. You don’t have 
to show up flawlessly. You just have to show up because, truly, consistency is about presence. It's 
that choice to keep moving forward, even when progress feels slow or unseen. 

Consistency has a quiet power, a quiet strength all its own. It takes the little things, the simple 
offerings you give to yourself, and molds them into extraordinary change. Like the steady drops 
of water that carve through stone, the steady effort builds strength, uncovers resilience, and 
shapes your desired life. It doesn’t demand an intense burst of energy. It asks only for your 
commitment to take one step and then another, no matter how small. 

But consistency is a double-edged sword. It cuts both ways. The small choices you make each 
day can carry you toward your goals—or pull you away from them. A habit of doubt, neglect, or 
hesitation can create a rhythm of retreat. 



Recognizing this duality isn’t a reason for shame. It’s an opportunity to reclaim your power. 
Every moment offers you the chance to begin again. 

You will stumble. That’s human. Backsliding is part of the process. It reminds us that growth is 
not linear. What matters is not the stumble itself but how you choose to proceed after it. Every 
time you realign with your intentions, you prove your strength—not in being flawless, but in 
your unwavering return to yourself. 

Consistency is the heartbeat of transformation. It is the quiet reminder that small, steady actions 
are more potent than fleeting bursts of effort. It is the foundation upon which you build the life 
you uncover, one choice, one step, one minute at a time. 

As you explore your inner strength, think about this: What small things can you do today to 
honor yourself and your growth? Are there patterns in your life that aren’t benefitting you 
anymore? And if so, how can you start shifting how you see them? Every choice—big or small—
moves you in one direction or another. The power to decide is yours. 

Closing Thoughts: Stepping Into Strength 
Strength isn’t just a force—it’s the essence of your being, the quiet foundation that carries you 
through life’s challenges and transformations. Throughout this chapter, we’ve explored strength 
as something alive, layered, and ever-changing—woven into the energy of your body, the 
resilience of your heart, and the deep currents of your spiritual and sensual self. 

As you awaken to your inner power, remember this: strength has always been within you, 
waiting to be recognized, honored, and reclaimed. It isn’t found in comparison or in striving for 
an ideal—it exists in the truth of your experiences, the depth of your presence, and the way you 
choose to meet each moment. 

Your strength is both a fountain and a compass—a resource you can draw from and a guide that 
helps you navigate life’s uncertainties. And the beautiful thing about strength? It grows as you 
allow it to flourish. No matter where you are in your journey, strength is your ally—a force that 
empowers you to create, adapt, and rise. 

Let this awareness carry you forward, grounding you in confidence, authenticity, and the 
limitless unfolding of your becoming. 

* * * 

Strength Builder: The Fire Within 
Your inner power is always present—it just needs to be recognized, fed, and brought to light. 
This Strength Builder is designed to help you visualize, feel, and ignite it in a way that resonates 
with you. 



Step 1: Ignite Your Fire 

Close your eyes and take a deep breath. Imagine a flame deep inside your core—your personal 
fire of strength. 

What does it look like? 
Is it a flickering ember or a roaring blaze? 
What color is it? Does it change as you focus on it? 
How does it feel? Warm, electric, steady, wild? 

Let yourself connect with this flame. This is your power source. 

Step 2: Choose Your Expression 

Now, express the fire in a way that speaks to you. Choose one (or try multiple!): 

Path of Words: Write a letter from your future, fully empowered self to your present self, 
describing how your fire has transformed you. What wisdom does this version of you share? 
What has changed? End the letter with a mantra or affirmation. 

Path of Color: Grab some crayons, markers, or paint, and let your hands move freely. There 
are no rules—just color or scribble in a way that represents the fire within. Let the colors and 
movements flow without overthinking. When you finish, look at your creation—what does it 
reveal about your power? 

Path of Ritual: Choose an action. Light a candle. Hold a warm object like a cup of tea or a 
heated stone. Speak aloud an intention for your inner power, something like: “I awaken the fire 
within me. My strength is always here.” Sit with the warmth for a few minutes, letting it fuel 
your energy. 

Step 3: Reflect and Anchor 

Take a minute.  How do you feel? Does your fire feel stronger? More alive? If you want, write 
down a simple phrase or draw a small symbol to remind you of this inner fire. 

Close by whispering or affirming to yourself: 
“My inner fire burns bright. I honor my strength, my power, and my passion. It is always 
within me, steady and alive.” 
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